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[bookmark: _Toc429386699][bookmark: _Toc501106259]Assignment 2: Introduction
Faculty of Technology – Course work Specification 2017/18

	Module name:
	The Global Web 

	Module code:
	IMAT1610

	Title of the Assignment: 
	Global Report

	This coursework item is both:
	Summative
	

	This summative coursework will be marked anonymously

	Yes
	

	The learning outcomes that are assessed by this coursework are:
3.	Articulate a grasp of issues related to the global, national and personal implications of web technology


	This coursework is:
	Individual
	

	If other or a mixed explain here: This is a team based project.  


	This coursework constitutes 30% to the overall module mark.

	Date Set: 
	Week 15

	Date & Time Due: 
	Friday of week 30




	Your marked coursework and feedback will be available to you on:
If for any reason this is not forthcoming by the due date your module leader will let you know why and when it can be expected. The Head of Studies (headofstudies-tec@dmu.ac.uk ) should be informed of any issues relating to the return of marked coursework and feedback.

Note that you should normally receive feedback on your coursework by no later than four working weeks after the formal hand-in date, provided that you met the submission deadline.

	Week 34

	When completed you are required to submit your coursework to:
1. Blackboard




	Late submission of coursework policy: Late submissions will be processed in accordance with current University regulations which state: 
“the time period during which a student may submit a piece of work late without authorisation and have the work capped at 40% [50% at PG level] if passed is 14 calendar days. Work submitted unauthorised more than 14 calendar days after the original submission date will receive a mark of 0%.  These regulations apply to a student’s first attempt at coursework. Work submitted late without authorisation which constitutes reassessment of a previously failed piece of coursework will always receive a mark of 0%.”

	Academic Offences and Bad Academic Practices:
These include plagiarism, cheating, collusion, copying work and reuse of your own work, poor referencing or the passing off of somebody else's ideas as your own. If you are in any doubt about what constitutes an academic offence or bad academic practice you must check with your tutor. Further information and details of how DSU can support you, if needed, is available at: 
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/dmu-students/the-student-gateway/academic-support-office/academic-offences.aspx and 
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/dmu-students/the-student-gateway/academic-support-office/bad-academic-practice.aspx 


	Tasks to be undertaken: See below


	Deliverables to be submitted for assessment: See below


	How the work will be marked: See below


	Module leader/tutor name:
	Matthew Dean

	Contact details:
	mjdean@dmu.ac.uk






[bookmark: _Toc501106260]What you need to do
You are required to write a 1000 word report that examines the global impact of the web and associated technologies.
Within your team you are required to select a topic for the report that is different for each team member.
The topic may relate to but not be limited to the Global Impact of the Web and:
	War
Money
Health
Politics
Music
Cinema
Employment
Select a single topic to investigate. If you wish to come up with your own topic, this is fine, but do make sure you discuss it first with your tutor.
[bookmark: _Toc501106261]Report Structure
For this assessment, you are required to write a brief report on your project experience.  The report must be formatted using the template provided on the module web site. 
The report must have the following sections:
· The Global Report Itself (1000 words)
· Appendices containing
· Findings and citations
· Bibliography
Other sections / subsections may be added as you see fit.
[bookmark: _Toc398202168][bookmark: _Toc501106262]The Keys to a Successful Report
Reports are typical written for your boss who has neither the time nor interest to read the report thoroughly.
This being the case you need to create your report such that it makes its points in as fast and clear a manner as possible.  Reports need to be written for random access and speed of reading.
The report must be printed using single sided A4 using 1.5 line spacing, Arial 12pt font, 2.5cm margins left and right.  Make sure that all printing is legible and diagrams are large enough to be read clearly. Table of contents should be included with correct page numbering.  Any references to external sources of information must be evidenced by Harvard referencing with appropriate citations at the end of the report.  Make sure that all work is proof read for errors in grammar and spelling. Your report must have a reading list with appropriate citations. 
The report must be saved as a PDF and submitted via turnitin only.
[bookmark: _Toc501106263]Creating the Appendices
One of the great temptations when writing a report of this nature is to copy and paste content straight from the internet without effectively expressing the ideas in your own words.
The writing of this report will follow a process that will be repeated as the report develops.
[bookmark: _Toc501106264]Step 1, Find your Source Material and Document it in the Findings and Citations Section of the Appendices
Let’s say that you are researching the topic of social media and you find an article that seems to relate the area of research, for example:
https://www.digitaltrends.com/features/the-history-of-social-networking/
Where we find the following text that we want to use in the report…
Within the Findings and Citations Section we would include that text as one of our findings…
“It started with the BBS. Short for Bulletin Board System, these online meeting places were effectively independently-produced hunks of code that allowed users to communicate with a central system where they could download files or games (many times including pirated software) and post messages to other users. Accessed over telephone lines via a modem, BBSes were often run by hobbyists who carefully nurtured the social aspects and interest-specific nature of their projects – which, more often than not in those early days of computers, was technology-related. Moreover, long distance calling rates usually applied for out-of-towners, so many Bulletin Boards were locals-only affairs that in turn spurred local in-person gatherings. And voila, just like that, suddenly the antisocial had become social.”
[bookmark: _Toc501106265]Step 2, Create the Citation
Having found something that appears to relate to the topic and documented this we need to cite the reference.  This must be done using Harvard citation.  There are on-line tools that can automatically generate the format for us so it is worth using these tools.
For example the citation above would be formatted like so…
Digitaltrends. (2017). The History of Social Networking. [online] Available at: https://www.digitaltrends.com/features/the-history-of-social-networking/ [Accessed 15 Dec. 2017].



[bookmark: _Toc501106266]Step 3, Add the Finding and Citations
The entry in Findings and Citations would look like this…
[bookmark: _Toc501106267]Finding
“It started with the BBS. Short for Bulletin Board System, these online meeting places were effectively independently-produced hunks of code that allowed users to communicate with a central system where they could download files or games (many times including pirated software) and post messages to other users. Accessed over telephone lines via a modem, BBSes were often run by hobbyists who carefully nurtured the social aspects and interest-specific nature of their projects – which, more often than not in those early days of computers, was technology-related. Moreover, long distance calling rates usually applied for out-of-towners, so many Bulletin Boards were locals-only affairs that in turn spurred local in-person gatherings. And voila, just like that, suddenly the antisocial had become social.”
[bookmark: _Toc501106268]Citation
Digitaltrends. (2017). The History of Social Networking. [online] Available at: https://www.digitaltrends.com/features/the-history-of-social-networking/ [Accessed 15 Dec. 2017].
[bookmark: _Toc501106269]Step 4, Add the Reference to the Bibliography
Once you have the reference you may add it to your bibliography along with all of the other citations generated so far.
[bookmark: _Toc501106270]Step 5, Add the Finding to the Report
When it comes to writing the report and you want to make use of this finding then you might do something like this…
“Social networking started with Bulletin Board Systems (BBS) that were often written by independent programmers to talk to each other and share files (Digitaltrends, 2017)”
Note that this paraphrases the original using and makes a reference to the bibliography by adding (Digitaltrends, 2017)
Quality of Source Material
In the example above I have selected a source from the web, using a fairly reputable site.  In your research you are however expected to find some books or journal articles that relate to topic you are studying.  Reports that use predominantly source starting in WWW will be awarded a lower mark than those that evidence such things as an actual visit to the library.
NOTE: Should you have a finding from a book, paper or journal rather than the web, then you may paraphrase that finding rather than copy the entire text in findings and citations.
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	Absent
	Poor
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent

	Table of Contents
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Page Numbering
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Sections and Sub Sections
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Presentation
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Subjective Interest
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Relevance
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Global consideration
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Word count (+-10%)
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Referencing
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Quality of source material
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Bibliography
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100

	Findings and Citations
	0
	25
	50
	75
	100
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